
Durango Police Department

Incident #: P21-09020

Reporting Officer: DAN KELLERMEYER

Report Time: 04/02/2021 15:20:45

Incident 

Incident Nature
Assist Other Agency

Address
900 ANIMAS VIEW DR
DRG CITY 
LIMITS, Colorado 81301

Occurred From
04/02/2021 15:20:37

Occurred To
04/02/2021 15:21:40

Received By How Received
911 Line

Contact Disposition
Clrd Adlt, Arst (One Incident)

Miscellaneous Entry
SMITH DA

Disposition Date
04/08/2021

Judicial Status

Clearance
Arrest

ARIAS, FRANESSY K Complainant 

Address
3131 E 2ND AV
DRG CITY LIMITS CO 81301

Phone
(970)880-4654

DOB 
10/18/1999

Sex 
F

Race 
N-White, Non-Hisp

Responding Officer(s) 

DAN KELLERMEYER

JONATHAN E MIZNER

DYLAN MILLER

LAWSON DAWN MARIE

STEVE BARKLEY

Holly Gile

Circumstances

No Bias

No Weapon Used

Day (6 a.m. - 6 p.m.)

Field or Woods

Arrest Misdemeanor

Offenses 
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Conservation

Statute 
18-13-109(1)(a)

Description 
FIRING WOODS or PRAIRIE

Category 

Persons 

COX, THOMAS J
Offender

Address
GENERAL DELIVERY
DRG CITY 
LIMITS Colorado 81301

Phone
(210)264-1304

DOB
03/09/1978

Race
N-White, Non-Hisp

Sex
M

Ethnicity
Non-Hispanic

Height
5'10"

Weight
160

STROBEL, DAVE
Involved

Address
104 SHEPPARD DR
DRG CITY 
LIMITS Colorado 81303

Phone
( ) -

DOB

Race
Unknown

Sex
M

Ethnicity
Non-Hispanic

Height Weight
0

ARIAS, FRANESSY K
Witness

Address
3131 E 2ND AV
DRG CITY 
LIMITS Colorado 81301

Phone
(970)880-4654

DOB
10/18/1999

Race
N-White, Non-Hisp

Sex
F

Ethnicity
Non-Hispanic

Height
5'06"

Weight
161
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WHITTEN, DARREN W
Involved

Address
479 MAIN AV; DURANGO & 
SILVERTON NARROW GAUGE 
RAILROAD
DRG CITY 
LIMITS Colorado 81301

Phone
(970)385-8828

DOB

Race
N-White, Non-Hisp

Sex
M

Ethnicity
Non-Hispanic

Height Weight
0

ARIAS, FRANESSY K
Complainant

Address
3131 E 2ND AV
DRG CITY 
LIMITS Colorado 81301

Phone
(970)880-4654

DOB
10/18/1999

Race
N-White, Non-Hisp

Sex
F

Ethnicity
Non-Hispanic

Height
5'06"

Weight
161

Narratives 

Original Narrative 04/05/2021 14:19:14

DURANGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
                                  NARRATIVE 

INCIDENT#: P21-09020 
INCIDENT DATE: 04/02/2021 
TIME: 15:20 hours 
OFFICER: D. Kellermeyer 
VEHICLE# 247 

**AXON EVIDENCE** 
BODY CAM VIDEOS: 3 
FLEET VIDEOS: 
CAPTURE PHOTOS: 20 
CAPTURE VIDEOS: 
CAPTURE AUDIO: 
CITIZEN IMPORTS: 

On April 2nd, 2021, at approximately 3:20 PM, I was dispatched to assist Durango 
Fire & Rescue with a brush fire near the 900 block of Animas View Drive in 
Durango.   
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According to dispatch notes, the reporting party ("RP") observed a "homeless 
subject" with no shirt and no shoes walking northbound from the area of the 
fire.  The RP told dispatchers she believed this subject may have started the 
fire. 

Upon arrival, Durango Fire was on scene and applying water to burning trees in 
the area. The area of the fire was in the 900 block of Animas View Drive in a 
wooded area east of the railroad tracks.  I observed flames that were burning 
approximately half as tall as the trees themselves but was not able to estimate 
an exact height.   

I called the RP who identified herself as Ms. Franessy Kamali. According to 
Kamali she noticed a male subject near the fire before she called dispatch.  
Kamali said the male pointed at the fire then pointed at her.  Kamali told me 
she wasn't sure if his gestures meant he started the fire or he wanted her to 
call for help.  Kamali said she took pictures of the subject and would send them 
to my phone via text message.  

Once I received the pictures from Kamali, I sent them to other officers en route 
in an attempt to locate or identify the individual.  

During a search of the nearby area, Durango PD Officer Miller advised he had 
located a campsite approximately 450 feet north of the fire. As I approached the 
area, I observed an individual at this campsite who matched the image of the 
pictures sent by Kamali.  We contacted the subject who identified himself as Mr. 
Thomas Cox.  

According to Cox, he was in the area of the fire when it first began.  Cox did 
not admit to starting the fire or seeing anyone else in the area when it 
started.  Cox told us the train (Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad) went 
by before he noticed the fire.   

Cox said the fire was approximately the size of his blanket when he first 
noticed it.  According to Cox, he attempted to put the fire out himself with his 
blanket and sandals but this action caused the fire to spread.  Cox said he 
began shouting for help since he did not have a phone to call 911.   

At this point, I left Cox's campsite and headed towards the area of the fire.  I 
met with an employee from the Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad who was 
on scene and identified himself as Darren Whitten.  Whitten said an oil-burning 
train did run through the area approximately an hour prior; however, he said an 
oil-burning train would not have started a fire unless too much oil was used in 
the engine.  Whitten said if this was the case, oil would be seen running down 
the center of the railroad tracks.  To my knowledge, no oil was observed on the 
railroad tracks near the fire. 

I later met with Deputy Fire Marshal Dave Strobel who was investigating the fire 
on scene.  I shadowed Strobel as he took pictures of the burn area.  I also took 
photographs of the area which I later uploaded to Evidence.com. 

Strobel also interviewed Cox as a part of his investigation.  Statements made by 
Cox were similar to the ones he made to officers about the incident.  At one 
point, I heard Cox tell Strobel he was smoking "a couple doobies" in the area 
where the fire began.  Stobel later told me conditions were not ideal for a fire 
to be started from a cigarette, but that it's possible it could have been 
started from a match. 

At this point, Strobel is still continuing his investigation of the fire and 
cause has not been determined. I will supplement this report with any new 
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information I discover.  I do not have sufficient probable cause to charge Cox 
with any crimes in this incident. 

Nothing further.

Supplemental 
Narrative

04/03/2021 07:01:17 DYLAN MILLER

DURANGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
                             SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE 

INCIDENT#: P21-09020 
INCIDENT DATE: 04/02/2021 
TIME: 1520 
OFFICER: Dylan Miller 
VEHICLE# 244 

**AXON EVIDENCE** 
BODY CAM VIDEOS: 4 
FLEET VIDEOS: 
CAPTURE PHOTOS:4 
CAPTURE VIDEOS: 
CAPTURE AUDIO: 
CITIZEN IMPORTS:   

On 04/02/2021, at approximately 1520 hours, Dispatch advised of a fire located 
on Animas View Dr., near the railroad tracks. The reporting party claimed the 
person possibly responsible for the fire was northbound on Animas View Dr. 
While en route to the location, Officer Kellermeyer requested I attempt to 
locate the possible suspect north of the fire. The description was given as a 
white male with no shirt or shoes, walking northbound on Animas View Dr. 

I contacted a male walking northbound on HWY 550, the male stated he was walking 
from the bus stop located at the north entrance to Animas View Dr. The male 
stated he did not see anyone matching the description provided. I concluded my 
contact and continued my search. 

I arrived to 1100 Animas View Dr., with Officer Kellermeyer. Officer Kellermeyer 
stated he was informed by a near by resident there was a male matching the 
description living in the woods approximately three hundred yards northeast from 
the fire. 

Officer Kellermeyer, Cpl. Lawson and I searched in the general direction of the 
described camp. Approximately one hundred and fifty yards east of the railroad 
tracks, I identified a camp tucked away in the bushes. I contacted a male, later 
to be identified as Thomas Cox. Thomas stated he has been living in the camp 
since the beginning of winter. 

Thomas was asked if he knew about the fire and if he possibly started it. Thomas 
claimed he had attempted to put out the fire with a blanket, and attempted to 
alert near by persons of the fire. Thomas stated he was unable to call 911, 
because he does not have a cell phone. Thomas claimed he did not start the fire, 
and that he believed it was the train that had caused the incident. 

I later was assisted the fire investigation team with Officer Kellermeyer, 

Page 5 of 8

4/13/2021file:///C:/Users/smithda/AppData/Roaming/Spillman/Mobile/temp/Incident_PrintOutput.html



and led them to the camp site of Thomas Cox. 

I observed Thomas's camp site was filled with small green propane tanks, Thomas 
also had a stove pipe leading out of his constructed tent, underneath a tree. I 
observed Thomas to be distracted throughout my contact, and he was unable to 
focus on the original questions he was asked. Thomas continued to deny any 
responsibility of starting the fire. 

The Fire Investigation Team requested Thomas walk them through what he 
observed. While waling back to the scene, Thomas stated, "I set my mattress on 
fire when I was a kid, isn't that cool?", and, "I used to make fires nine feet 
tall." 

Thomas was flustered he was unable to smoke his cigarette at the scene. Thomas 
requested that we walked while we asked him questions. Thomas led us east of 
the scene approximately one hundred yards into the tree line. Thomas then struck 
a match to light his cigarette. I observed Thomas failing to properly extinguish 
the match and place it in his left hand, between his index and middle finger. 
Officer Kellermeyer requested the match be extinguished. Thomas stated, "Oh shit 
I forgot that was still on fire." I asked Thomas how large was the fire when he 
first saw it. Thomas stated, "The fire was little bigger than my blanket." 

I asked Thomas if he usually stays at camp, and he stated he occasionally goes 
into town. But if we needed him for anything else we could find him at his camp. 
I concluded my contact with Thomas and cleared the scene. 

The Fire Investigation Team was still investigating when I left the scene. It is 
still unknown how the fire was started. 

I took no further action.

Supplemental 
Narrative

04/06/2021 14:11:09 SETH KARR

DURANGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
                             SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE 

INCIDENT#: P21-09020 
INCIDENT DATE:04/02/2021 
TIME: 1520 Hours 
OFFICER: Karr 
VEHICLE# 244 

**AXON EVIDENCE** 
BODY CAM VIDEOS: 1 
FLEET VIDEOS: 
CAPTURE PHOTOS: 
CAPTURE VIDEOS: 
CAPTURE AUDIO: 
CITIZEN IMPORTS:   

On 04/06/2021, at approximately 1000 hours, I served Thomas Cox a summons for 
Firing Woods or Prairie at his camp, located in the woods east of approximately 
1000 Animas View Drive.  
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I found Cox sleeping in a sleeping bag outside of his tent at his camp, located 
north of the damage caused by the fire. I woke Cox up and advised him of the 
summons. Cox was initially cooperative in signing the summons. Cox wrote his 
first name, then stopped writing and asked what the summons was for. Cox became 
agitated when he was informed he was being charged with Firing Woods or Prairie 
for starting the fire that occurred on 04/02/2021. Cox jumped up, began pacing, 
balling his fists, and started shouting expletives. Cox yelled "it was an 
accident" and claimed he had been trying to put the fire out. I asked Cox if he 
would cooperate in signing his last name on the summons, but Cox refused and 
continued to pace and shout.  

I left Cox his copy of the summons and left the area. 

Nothing further to report at this time.

Supplemental 
Narrative

04/07/2021 10:55:17 ROBERT TAYLOR

DURANGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
                             SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE 

INCIDENT#: P21-09020 
INCIDENT DATE: 04/05/21 
TIME: 0800 
OFFICER:Sergeant Robert Taylor 
VEHICLE# N/A 

**AXON EVIDENCE** 
BODY CAM VIDEOS: 
FLEET VIDEOS: 
CAPTURE PHOTOS: 
CAPTURE VIDEOS: 
CAPTURE AUDIO: 
CITIZEN IMPORTS:  

On April 5, 2021, I was contacted by Dave Stroble, Deputy Fire Marshal with the 
Durango Fire Department. Stroble told me that during their investigation into 
the cause of the brush fire, the homeless individual identified as Tom Cox was 
interviewed by Fire Inspector Christina Stillwaugh. He said Cox initially denied 
starting the fire. Stroble said that Durango Police Officers Dan Kellermeyer and 
Dylan Miller where present during the initial interview when he denied starting 
the fire.  
Stoble told me after the officers left Cox approached Stillwaugh and admitted to 
her that he did started the fire by accident. According to Stroble Cox said he 
built a small cross out of dried grass and attached it to a stick. Cox said he 
lit the grass cross on fire. Cox said the wind picked up and parts of the 
burning cross blew into the surrounding dry grass. Cox said he tried to put the 
fire out but the wind caused the flames to spread to quickly and he was not able 
to put the fire out. I asked Stroble if the fire was with in the city limits of 
Durango. Stroble said he looked on the county's GSI map and said the fire was 
located just inside the city limits.  
I asked Stroble if Stillwaugh would be completing a report with this 
information. He said she would but it would be a few days before it was 
completed.  I asked Stroble to provide me a copy of Stillwaugh's report when it 
was done, he said he would. When I received Stillwaugh's report I will attach it 
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to this report.  
With this information I prepared a summons for Tom Cox charging him with 
18-13-109 (1)(a)Firing Woods and Prairie a class 2 misdemeanor. I requested 
Officer Seth Karr issue the summons to Cox.  
I was informed the summons was served to Cox by Officer Karr on 4/6/2021. 
Nothing further to report.
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