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SUMMARY 
 
1.1 Horse Gulch Annexation Facts 
 

❖ Total land area for annexation: 1189 acres 
❖ Percent of contiguity to current city limits: 25.9% 
❖ Total number of parcels proposed for annexation: 10 
❖ Total number of dwelling units:  0 
❖ Estimated existing population within area to be annexed:  0 
❖ Number of property owners within the area to be annexed:  

2  (City of Durango and La Plata County) 
 

 
 

 ANNEXATION IMPACT REPORT 
 
This annexation impact report is intended to meet the requirements of the Colorado 
State Statutes [C.R.S. 31-12-108.5] for an annexation impact report.  Statutory 
requirements for this report are as follows: “The municipality shall prepare an impact 
report concerning the proposed annexation at least twenty five days before the date of 
the hearing established pursuant to 31-12-108 and shall file one copy with the board of 
county commissioners governing the area proposed to be annexed within five days 
thereafter.  Such report shall not be required for annexations of 10 acres or less in total 
area or when the municipality and the board of county commissioners governing the 
area proposed to be annexed agree that the report may be waived.  Such report shall 
include, as a minimum (responses to these criteria are shown in italics): 
 

a) A map or maps of the municipality and adjacent territory to show the following: 
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• The present and proposed boundaries of the municipality in the vicinity of the 
proposed annexation (See Maps, “Horse Gulch Annexation to the City of 
Durango” – Date 02/20/14) 

 

• The present streets, major trunk water mains, sewer interceptors and outfalls, 
other utility lines and ditches, and the proposed extension of such streets and 
utility lines in the vicinity of the proposed annexation; (The nearest existing 
street is 3rd Street, east of 8th Avenue; the nearest utility lines include a trunk 
water main situated within 3rd Street east of 8th Avenue, and a trunk sewer 
main located in 8th Avenue.  There are no proposed extensions of water 
and/or sewer mains into the area to be annexed). 

 

• The existing and proposed land use pattern in the areas to be annexed 
(There are no existing and proposed land uses within the area to be annexed.  
All the lands are vacant undeveloped open space and shall remain as is upon 
annexation.) 

 
b) a copy of any draft or final pre-annexation agreement, if available (Note: there is 

no pre-annexation agreement and there will be no annexation agreement 
associated with the Horse Gulch Annexation); 

 
c) a statement setting forth the plans of the municipality for extending to or 

otherwise providing for, within the area to be annexed, municipal services 
performed by or on behalf of the municipality at the time of annexation (The City 
of Durango has no plans to extend or otherwise provide for municipal services 
into the annexed area other than City Police services on an as needed basis, 
and limited services from the Parks and Recreation Department to Horse Gulch 
trailheads as needed); 

 
d) a statement setting forth the method under which the municipality plans to 

finance the extension of the municipal services into the area to be annexed 
(Given that there is no extension of services other than police services into the 
area to be annexed, there is no method of financing other than the existing 
method, the City’s General Fund ); 

 
e) a statement identifying districts within the area to be annexed (There are no 

special districts that exist within the area to be annexed; moreover, there are not 
taxable properties within the area to be annexed); and 

 
f) a statement on the effect of annexation upon local public school district systems, 

including the estimated number of students generated and the capital 
construction required to educate such students. (Given that there is no 
residential development within the area to be annexed, and there will be no 
residential development within the area following annexation, there is no effect 
whatsoever on the local 9-R public school district). 
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❖ Disclose the reasons for the proposed annexation, background history, and the 
implications of the proposed actions (The City has initiated annexation proceedings 
for this area in order to enable and allow the City of Durango Police Department to 
provide routine and emergency police services to the area.  Currently the La Plata 
County Sheriff’s Department is the legally authorized provider of law enforcement 
services to this area and the City provides assistance as requested.  The 
implications of this annexation are that it will allow the City’s Municipal Code of 
Ordinances to be in effect in this area; will give the Durango Police Department law 
enforcement jurisdiction over these areas; and will relieve La Plata County of future 
potential wildfire suppression costs on these lands pursuant to C.R.S. 30-10-
513(1)(c)).   

 
❖ Identify the specific geographic boundaries of the area to be annexed, the land 

uses contained therein, and the zoning districts to be applied to specific parcels of 
land within it.  (The area being annexed, as indicated on the attached map, is 
essentially the lower end of the area referred to as lower Horse Gulch, a vacant 
undeveloped area used for recreational purposes via a system of unimproved 
single track hiking/bicycling trails.  There are no established land uses in the area, 
nor are any new lands uses proposed for the area.  The intent is to keep the land in 
open space for the benefit of the overall community.  To that end, the proposed 
zoning districts for this annexed area are to be either PB-Public or OS-Open Space.  
The latter district is a new zoning district in the proposed new 2014 Land Use and 
Development Code, which is currently under review and proposed for adoption in 
the near future, with an anticipated date of effect being approximately June 1, 2014.  
Upon adoption of the new code, the City may change the zoning district from PB-
Public (existing code) to OS-Open Space (proposed new code).  Despite the 
potential change in zoning district names, the allowable land uses within the area to 
be annexed will remain the same: open space and recreational uses.) 

 
❖ Assess the City’s ability to provide services to the area to be annexed and of the 

impact of the change in service to the property owners affected by the annexation 
(The City of Durango does currently have the capability of providing services 
(specifically law enforcement services through the City Police Department) to the 
area to be annexed.  The City does not anticipate any impacts to existing property 
owners relative to this change in law enforcement services from the La Plata 
County Sheriff’’s Department to the City of Durango Police Department, other than 
it will likely decrease the amount of time, and thus salaries expended, by County 
Sheriff’s personnel for law enforcement services in the area, and will likely increase, 
to a nominal extent, the time and salaries expended to provide law enforcement 
services by City Police Department personnel.) 

 


