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BACKGROUND: 

C.R.S. § 30-15-401(1)(n.5) provides that the Board may adopt an ordinance banning 
open fires to a degree and in a manner deemed necessary to reduce the danger of 
wildland fires within those portions of the unincorporated areas of La Plata County 
where the danger of wildland fires is found to be high based on competent evidence.  
On May 1, 2018 the Board adopted Resolution No. 2018-12 implementing Stage I fire 
restrictions in the unincorporated areas of La Plata County.  On May 31, 2018 the Board 
adopted Resolution No. 2018-20 increasing the level of fire restrictions in the 
unincorporated areas of the county to Stage II.  
 
On June 1, 2018 the 416 Fire was ignited in the Hermosa area.  On that date Joanne 
Spina, La Plata County Manager, declared a state of local disaster which activated the 
response and recovery aspects of the local and interjurisdictional disaster emergency 
plans of local and interjurisdictional agencies.  On June 5, 2018 the Board of County 
Commissioners adopted Resolution No. 2018-21 declaring a local disaster due to the 
occurrence or threat of widespread severe damage, injury or loss of life or property 
resulting from the 416 Fire.    
 
Since its ignition, considerable local, State and Federal resources and millions of dollars 
have been expended to suppress and manage the 416 Fire including a Type 1 Incident 
Management Team.  Despite such efforts, the 416 Fire remains uncontained.  
Thousands of homes have been evacuated to protect residents from the dangers posed 
by the Fire. The weather factors and fuel conditions that gave rise to the Stage I and 
Stage II fire restrictions persist.  Exhibit C of the La Plata County 2018 Annual 
Operating Plan (“AOP”) prepared pursuant to the Colorado Statewide Cooperative 
Wildland Fire Management and Stafford Act Response Agreement for the State of 
Colorado contains the criteria to be considered when adopting fire restrictions or 
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closures.  These criteria include the following: 
 

1. Measured Thousand Hour Time-lag fuel moisture content is 12% or less; 
2. Seasonal Energy Release Component (ERC) is above the 80th percentile; 
3. Three day mean Burning Index is above the 80th percentile; 
4. Ignition component is 80% or above; 
5. Fire danger rating adjective class is very high or extreme; 
6. Fire occurrence is impacting available suppression resources making 

adequate attack difficult; 
7. Local area preparedness level is 3 or above; 
8. Local area is receiving a high occurrence of fires and human caused risk is 

expected to increase; 
9. Adverse fire weather conditions and risks are predicted to continue; 
10. Implementation of existing fire restrictions is not adequately reducing human 

caused fires. 
 
The La Plata County Sheriff, acting as Fire Marshal, and the Chiefs of the Durango Fire 
Protection District, Upper Pine River Fire Protection District, Los Pinos Fire Protection 
and Fort Lewis Mesa Fire Protection District believe all 10 criteria have been satisfied 
and recommend the imposition of Stage III fire closures and restrictions upon the land 
owned by La Plata County and in the unincorporated areas of La Plata County, 
excluding Federal and Tribal lands. In addition to maintaining previous restrictions, 
Stage III will add the following additional closures/restrictions/ prohibitions: 
 

1. The closure of all La Plata County owned trails, encampments, open 
space, and unimproved lands, as those terms are defined in La Plata 
County Ordinance No. O-2018-2; 

2. Those agricultural producers exempt from fire bans pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 
30-15-401(n.5)(III) and 35-28-104(11) may perform agricultural burning 
only with 48 hours prior notification to the appropriate fire chief or the 
Sheriff; 

3. Operation of indoor fire places and wood-burning stoves without an 
approved interior and exterior chimney spark arrestor; 

4. Operation of propane grills or propane burning stoves; 
5. Oil and gas welding and cutting operations, which are required to comply 

with the requirements of the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation 
Commission Rules for Fire Prevention and Production, Rule 606A(o), may 
only be performed with the authorization of the appropriate fire chief of the 
Sheriff; 

6. The sale, discharge or use of any kind of firework or other pyrotechnic 
device;  

7. The use of floating sky lanterns, fire balloons or acetylene balloons;  
8. Discharge of firearms or the use of exploding targets, unless under the 

circumstances described in C.R.S. § 30-15-302; 
9. Blasting in development areas or construction areas; 
10. Flaring for oil and gas production wells and production facilities; and 
11. Operation of coal-fired steam engines. 
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Certain exemptions apply to these prohibitions.  They include: 
 

1. Any federal, state or local officer or member of an organized rescue or 
firefighting force in the performance of an official duty. 

2. Emergency repair of public utilities. 
3. Fires permitted by the Sheriff or Local Fire Chiefs within their jurisdiction, if, 

in their professional opinions, such action is appropriate, safe and prudent.   
 

In the interest of public health, safety and welfare, attached for the Board’s 
consideration is a resolution to enact Stage III fire closures (with exemptions) to apply to 
the unincorporated areas of La Plata County, excluding those private lands in the 
Towns of Bayfield and Ignacio, City of Durango or any Federal and Tribal Lands.  In 
addition to the Sheriff and the Fire Chiefs, the enactment of the Stage III 
closures/restrictions is supported by the Forest Supervisor of the San Juan National 
Forest. 
 
These restrictions will go into effect immediately. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Adoption of resolution will assist to ensure personnel and assets are directed towards 
the 416 Fire 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

Approve Resolution No. 2018-22, implementing stage III fire closures and restrictions, 
effective immediately, for all private lands in the unincorporated area of La Plata County 
and all lands owned by La Plata County, excluding those private lands in the Towns of 
Bayfield and Ignacio, the City of Durango or any Federal or Tribal Lands, as 
recommended by the La Plata County Sheriff and the Fire Chiefs in La Plata County. 

RESOLUTION: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-22 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF LA PLATA COUNTY, COLORADO, 

IMPLEMENTING STAGE III FIRE CLOSURES (WITH 

EXEMPTIONS) EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY  

 

 WHEREAS, C.R.S. § 30-11-107(e) provides that the Board of County Commissioners of 

La Plata County (the “Board”) is entrusted with the care of La Plata County property and the 

management of the business concerns of La Plata County in all cases where no other provisions are 

made by law; and  

 

 WHEREAS, C.R.S. § 30-15-401(1)(n.5) provides that the Board may adopt an ordinance 

banning open fires to a degree and in a manner deemed necessary to reduce the danger of 

wildland fires within those portions of the unincorporated areas of La Plata County where the 

danger of wildland fires is found to be high based on competent evidence; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the aforementioned statute, the Board adopted Ordinance No. 

1994-2A; and   
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WHEREAS, the aforementioned Ordinance added Section 34-1 in the La Plata County 

Code which provides that the Board may, by resolution, ban open fires within the unincorporated 

areas of La Plata County when the danger of wildland fires is found to be high; and    

 

WHEREAS, on May 1, 2018 the Board adopted Resolution No. 2018-12 implementing 

Stage I fire restrictions in the unincorporated areas of La Plata County; and 

 

WHEREAS, on May 31, 2018 the Board adopted Resolution No. 2018-20 increasing the 

level of fire restrictions in the unincorporated areas of the county to Stage II; and 

 

WHEREAS, on June 1, 2018 the 416 Fire was ignited in the unincorporated areas of the 

county; and  

 

WHEREAS, on June 1, 2018 the La Plata County Manager declared a state of local 

disaster which activated the response and recovery aspects of the local and interjurisdictional 

disaster emergency plans of local and interjurisdictional agencies; and 

 

WHEREAS, on June 5, 2018 the Board of County Commissioners adopted Resolution 

No. 2018-21 declaring a local disaster due to the occurrence or threat of widespread severe 

damage, injury or loss of life or property resulting from the 416 Fire, the threat of future wildfire 

which may occur in the 2018 wildfire season requiring emergency action to avert loss of life, 

danger or damage, including but not limited to unknown economic, environmental, financial and 

natural resources impacts; and 

 

WHEREAS, considerable local, State and Federal resources have been marshalled to 

suppress and manage the 416 Fire including a Type 1 Incident Management Team but, despite 

such efforts, the 416 Fire is 10% contained; and 

 

WHEREAS,  thousands of homes have been evacuated to protect residents from the 

dangers posed by the 416 Fire; and 

 

WHEREAS, the weather factors and fuel conditions that gave rise to the Stage I and 

Stage II fire restrictions persist; and 

 

WHEREAS, Exhibit C of the La Plata County 2018 Annual Operating Plan (“AOP”) 

prepared pursuant to the Colorado Statewide Cooperative Wildland Fire Management and 

Stafford Act Response Agreement for the State of Colorado contains the criteria to be considered 

when adopting fire restrictions or closures; and  

 

WHEREAS, local, State and Federal resources are already strained by the suppression 

efforts related to the 416 Fire; and 

 

WHEREAS, on this date the Board received competent evidence that there exists within 

the unincorporated areas of La Plata County a high danger of wildland fires; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board received a recommendation from the La Plata County Sheriff 

(the “Sheriff”), acting as Fire Marshal, to impose Stage III Fire closures and restrictions upon 
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land owned by La Plata County and in the unincorporated area of La Plata County, excluding 

those private lands in the Towns of Bayfield and Ignacio, the City of Durango, or any Federal or 

Tribal lands; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board received a recommendation from the Chiefs of the Durango Fire 

and Rescue Authority, Upper Pine River Fire Protection District, Los Pinos Fire Protection 

District, and Fort Lewis Mesa Fire Protection District (the “Fire Chiefs”) to impose Stage III Fire 

Closures and Restrictions upon land owned by La Plata County and in the unincorporated area of 

La Plata County, excluding those private lands in the Towns of Bayfield and Ignacio, the City of 

Durango or any Federal or Tribal Lands; and 

 

WHEREAS, the enactment of this Resolution is necessary for the preservation of public 

health, safety and welfare. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BASED ON THE EVIDENCE AND TESTIMONY 

PRESENTED AT THE PUBLIC MEETING HELD THIS JUNE 12, 2018, BE IT 

RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF LA PLATA 

COUNTY, COLORADO, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The criteria for Stage III fire closures as described in the AOP have been met. 

 

2. The ability to manage the fire risks in the unincorporated areas of the county using 

Stage I and Stage II restrictions is no longer viable.  The social, economic and political impacts of 

implementing Stage III closures are outweighed by the benefits associated with eliminating the 

potential for human-caused fire starts.  

 

3. Stage III fire closures are necessary for the preservation of public health, safety, and 

welfare, and are required to reduce the danger of wildland fires upon land owned by La Plata 

County and in the unincorporated areas of La Plata County, excluding those private lands in the 

Towns of Bayfield and Ignacio, the City of Durango, or any Federal or Tribal lands. 

 

4. Stage III fire closures are necessary for the preservation of public health, safety, and 

welfare, and are required to reduce further strain on local, State and Federal firefighting resources 

and abilities. 

  

5. The following acts are prohibited upon land owned by La Plata County and in the 

unincorporated areas of La Plata County, excluding those private lands in the Towns of Bayfield 

and Ignacio, the City of Durango, or any Federal or Tribal lands: 

 

(a) Open burning, burn barrels and agricultural burning, except agricultural burning by 

agricultural producers as provided for in C.R.S. §30-15-401(n.5)(III) and defined in 

C.R.S. §35-28-104(11); provided however, that such agricultural burning is permitted 

only with 48 hours prior notification to the appropriate fire chief or the Sheriff of La 

Plata County;   

 

(b) Building, maintaining, attending, or using a fire, campfire, stove fire, including but not 

limited to charcoal and propane grills, coal or wood or propane burning stoves and 
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firepits, sheepherder’s stoves, unless the specific devices uses pressurized liquid or gas, 

and includes a shut-off valve; 

 

(c) Indoor fire places and wood-burning stoves without an approved interior and exterior 

chimney spark arrestor;  

 

(d) Smoking, except within an enclosed vehicle, trailer, or building;  

 

(e) Welding, pipefitting, metal grinding, or operating an acetylene or other torch with open 

flame unless the following requirements are met: written authorization of the appropriate 

fire chief or the Sheriff of La Plata County, a twenty-foot radius safe zone free of 

vegetation and all flammable materials, and in addition to the equipment operator, a fire 

watch individual equipped with one (1) 2 ½ gallon pressurized fire extinguisher or a 5lb. 

ABC extinguisher or a pressurized water supply and proper hand tools must be readily 

available and on-site to watch for fires;   

 

(f) Oil and gas welding and cutting operations, which are required to comply with the 

requirements of the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission Rules for Fire 

Prevention and Production, Rule 606A(o), may only be conducted within a 20-foot 

radius safe zone that is barren or cleared of all flammable materials and with 

authorization of the appropriate fire chief or the Sheriff of La Plata County; and 

 

(g) Operating or using any internal combustion engine, including but not limited to 

chainsaws, generators and all-terrain vehicles, unless equipped with a spark arresting 

device properly installed, maintained, and an effective working order meeting either 

Department of Agriculture, Forest Service Standard 5100-1a or Society of Automotive 

Engineers (SAE) recommended practice J335(b) and J350 (a); and  

 

(h)  Operating a chainsaw, unless a chemical pressurized fire extinguisher of not less than 8 

ounces capacity by weight is in the operator’s immediate vicinity, and one size 0 or 

larger round, pointed shovel with an overall length of at least 36 inches is with fueling 

supplies and is readily available; and 

 

(i)  The sale, discharging or use of any kind of firework or other pyrotechnic device; and 

 

(j)  The use of floating sky lanterns, fire balloons or acetylene balloons;  

 

(k)  Discharging of firearms or the use of exploding targets, unless under the circumstances 

described in C.R.S. § 30-15-302; 

 

(l) The use of an explosive, blasting caps, or any other incendiary device, including the use 

of any model rockets;  

 

(m)  Public entry upon La Plata County owned trails, encampments, open space, and 

unimproved lands, as those terms are defined in La Plata County Ordinance No. O-

2018-2.  

  

(n)  Flaring for oil and gas production wells and production facilities; and 
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(o) Operating coal-fired steam engines.  

  

 3. The following exemptions shall apply: 

 

(a) Any federal, state or local officer or member of an organized rescue or firefighting 

force in the performance of an official duty; 

 

(b)  Emergency repair of public utilities; and 

  

(c) Fires permitted by the Sheriff or Local Fire Chiefs within their jurisdiction, if, in their 

professional opinions, such action is appropriate, safe and prudent.   

 

 4. When the high danger for wildland fire materially changes, the Sheriff and the 

Fire Chiefs may recommend that the Board alter or rescind this Resolution. 

 

 5. The fire restrictions hereby proclaimed are effective immediately upon 

adoption.   

 

 

DONE AND ADOPTED in Durango, Colorado this 12
th 

day of June, 2018. 

 

      BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

  (SEAL)   LA PLATA COUNTY, COLORADO 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________  ___________________________________ 

Clerk to the Board    Gwen A. Lachelt Chair 

      

      ____________________________________ 

      Bradford P. Blake, Vice-Chair 

  

      ____________________________________ 

      Julie Westendorff, Commissioner 

MEETING NARRATIVE: 
 

REVIEWED BY: 
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 2018 - Stage 3_Fire Chiefs (PDF) 
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